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#urbantweet 
Edition 2 – December 2017     News for the Students, by the Students. 

 

URBAN ACADEMY – THE 5 YEAR MILESTONE! 
    - Mrs Wolmarans

It was the morning of the 14thof 

January 2013 and Urban Academy Primary and 

High School had just opened its doors – under 

directorship of Mr and Mrs C Cronje – for the 

first time. With years of passionate effort and 

dedication to excellence, the Urban family that 

started off with just 5 staff members and 27 

learners enrolled on that fateful day, has grown 

to 780 strong as we bring our first 5 years to a 

successful close. 

 This year we have seen our first grade 

8s move straight through to matriculate as 

purebred Urbanites, and the family could not 

be more proud! The 2017 matric group has 

been one of the absolute best and has set a 

standard for all other groups to strive towards. 

With all the hard work put in by these 44 

miraculous young men and women, the Urban 

family joyfully anticipates our first 100% matric 

pass rate in 2017. 

 Urban Academy has seen a few 

changes in the past 5 years, while some things 

seem as though they will never change (like 

Aunty Sharon demanding a greeting before 

opening the front door for you)!Who can 

remember celebrating Mr and Ms Valentine in 

2013, when the whole school still fit into one 

small hall? How about the school outings to the 

pool at St George’s? Who remembers kicking 

off the fist school year with an Amazing Race? 

We really have had some good times together. 

 We’ve also had our fair share of battles 

that we’ve had to fight in order to win the war 

for quality education. We are proud to 

announce that in 2018 Urban Academy will be 

able to boast the following: 

 Fully registered with the DOE under 

EMIS nr 200100090 

 Fully registered as an exam centre 

under nr 4222084 

 All educators fully SACE registered 

 UMALUSI Accreditation to take place in 

February 

In 2018 the Urban family will have a lot to look 

forward to! We’ll be introducing more 

extramural activities, including sports such as 

soccer and netball, clubs such as chess and 

art, organisations such as Interact and Praise 

and Worship, a follow-up on our hugely 

successful 2017 musical, as well as our first 

Urban Academy Invitational Athletics Meet, to 

mention only a few exciting items. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On that final note, the staff at Urban 

would like to say thank you to our family of 

learners and parents for supporting us through 

a year that will go down in the history books! 

We wish everyone a safe and joyous festive 

season and look forward to reuniting with you 

all in 2018! 

Some of the Urban family’s first matriculants, including Head 
Boy AfricoMdoda on the far left, as well as the older sisters of 
two of our current star matrics, NolwaziMdutyana (Liso) and 

ZintleNtshona (Yanga). We’re keeping it in the FAMILY! 
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TEENY TINY PEOPLE THINGS 

 

 

 

  

~.~.~ 

The grade two learners were very creative with their orals. They had to 

create their own imaginary creatures out of recycled materials and a short 

oral to tell us more about their creature that they created.  

     The grade two learners worked very hard during the week. We decided 

to have a relaxing Friday filled with fun art activities. They made air 

balloons by using different strips of coloured paper to make the air 

balloons. 

     The foundation phase learners were so excited about spring day. They 

all looked stunning and adorable with their fancy hats that they made for 

the spring day competition. Each class got a chance to vote whose hat they 

liked the most and the winner won a chocolate with a tuck shop voucher 

which included food, sweets and a cool drink. Thank you to our parents for 

helping them to create such colourful and interesting hats for spring day. 

     The grade one learners enjoy doing art activities. They love to paint 

their own pictures and they also get very creative using recycled materials. 

They created a 3D garden. We have some artists in grade one already. 

     - Mrs Wright 
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ALL YOU NEED IS LOVE 

Primary School staff together with 

prefects recently had the opportunity to be 

actively involved in helping Love Story, an 

organization that caters to people in need. 

We split up in teams, rolled up our sleeves, 

and got to work in no time! We peeled 

vegetables, sowed seeds into a garden patch 

and put together hampers for the needy. 

We were very humbled by this experience, 

and realized that giving back, in whatever 

way we could, was incredibly meaningful!            

Love story is a non-profit 

organization that operates in and around 

Port Elizabeth. It is dedicated to meeting 

the needs of the community and aims to 

establish or support projects that uplift, 

educate, cloth and feed. They have grown 

from a little idea birthed out the hearts of 

a few multifaceted organizations that runs 

a great variety of community upliftment 

projects, education programmes and feeding 

schemes.   

If you want to donate or get in 

touch, or hear about the latest projects do 

not hesitate to call Elaine Watson on 079 

444 5666 or you can follow them on 

Facebook.  

      - Mr Fish 

 

SAVING WATER 
 

Mascots Tontsi and Ingasese recently paid 

our school a visit and put together a programme  

to create awareness about the importance of 

saving water. 

They entertained and educated learners, giving 

them various tips on how water can be saved, such as; 

taking showers instead of baths, putting water in a 

glass to rinse your mouth after brushing your teeth 

and fixing leaking taps, among others. 

Learners were inspired to learn of new approaches 

to save water and were excited to receive prizes for 

taking part in the programme. 

Thank you Tontsi and Ingasese! 
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INTERMEDIATE PHASE OUTINGS 

Learners in the Intermediate-Phase were 

fortunate enough to go on an educational 

excursion this term. 

The grade 4’s made their way to the Addo 

Elephant Park. It was a first time 

experience for many learners, who had 

never been exposed to wildlife terrain. Even 

though learners did not get to see all the 

animals they had hoped to see, they 

thoroughly enjoyed the experience.  

Learners caught glimpses of kudus, 

warthogs, elephants, dung-beetles and 

various bird species. 

The grade 6s went to the Animal Welfare 

Centre. They helped to feed animals and 

clean kennels. They were taught how to 

handle and treat animals with care and were 

informed about the importance of nutrition 

and vaccination. Thank you to all the staff 

who was involved in making this possible! 

     - Mr Fish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

 

  

May love guide you on your journey together, 

Mr and Mrs Cronje! 

A lifetime of joy and abundance to Mrs Brown 

and baby Noah! 
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ART AT URBAN - JephiasMudombi 

 

Art is a diverse range of visual human activities that expresses an artist’s imaginative 

and technical skills. At an early age, children develop mentally, socially and emotionally, and this 

specific development can occur through drawing and painting. It thus plays an effective role in 

the development of a child. Art is a massive challenge but once you begin, you cannot turn back.  

In recent years, the US school curricula have shifted focus to art-based subjects such 

as art education, visual learning, drawing and sculpting with clay. These subjects have a strong 

problem-solving base, and therefore enhance the critical thinking capabilities of the learner. It 

might not be long before South Africa takes the same approach to practical subjects.  

A few of our senior learners are enrolled in an art program in Walmer that teaches them 

to draw and takes them on outings. If you are also interested in developing your inner artist, 

please speak to Mandilakhe, Qama or Likamva in the FET phase for further information.  

We are very proud of the art that these learners have been producing and look forward 

to having some of their work exhibited around the school in following projects.  

 
 

FEATURED ARTIST 
- Tinotenda Gavaza 

 

 

  

OyisaMpupa in Grade 9’s dream 

is to become an architect. 

Oyisa started drawing when he 

was in grade 3 and only 9 years 

old. In about 10 years he sees 

himself oversees striving for 

success. The featured pictures 

showcase Oyisa’s talent for 

both cartoon and architectural 

styles. We expect to see even 

more great works in the future! 
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DRUG AWARENESS 
    - Ms Van Der Walt 

 

Contrary to popular belief, putting 

cough syrup in your water or Sprite does 

not make you look cool at school.  

The recreational use of cough syrup 

containing codeine has become a massive 

problem in schools in the Eastern Cape. A 

larger dose than what is required is mixed 

with either water or Sprite, and then is 

consumed throughout the school day. In 

2016, Broncleer was named the most popular 

over-the-counter cough syrup being abused 

by South Africans. Broncleer contains 

codeine, which is a pain killer similar to 

morphine that can also be used to alleviate a 

cough. It provides users with what is known 

as a “cheap high”. It can be purchased 

without a prescription, which makes it easily 

accessible to students.  

Students are unaware of the side 

effects of codeine abuse, which include 

depression, nausea, vomiting, drowsiness, 

restlessness, and in severe cases an 

overdose can even lead to death.  

Anything that induces a pseudo-high 

is classified as an illegal substance at Urban 

Academy. That means that a learner who is 

in possession of, or found to be under the 

influence of, any such medication WILL be 

expelled from the school. Urban Academy 

also retains the right to request parents to 

take their children for a drug test in cases 

where there may be abuse.  

We ask that parents take note not 

to send children to school with any 

medication if a note has not been provided 

for why a learner needs medication at 

school. This is to prohibit learners who come 

to school with a range of medication that 

contain codeine. We ask that parents please 

take note that their child is not abusing any 

of the countertop medication listed below:  

Mybrodol, Mybulen, Benelyn C, Syndol, 

AdcoDol, Tensodol, Sinutab C and Sinumax. 

The most obvious sign of codeine 

abuse is that learners are abnormally tired, 

unusually thirsty, and incredibly restless. 

And yes, we do take note of the amount of 

times you need to go to the bathroom.  

Formalities aside; if there is any 

learner that is suffering from a codeine 

addiction, please speak to a teacher that 

you trust so that they can find help for you. 

If you are the one bringing codeine to 

school, please remember that you are not a 

medical practitioner. You don’t know how 

medication can affect your friends, and you 

could be held responsible for causing harm 

to another learner.  

Nothing about drinking cough syrup 

is cool unless you have bronchitis. Really 

guys, this stuff is incredibly unsafe, and we 

care about your wellbeing. Please speak up if 

you have any information that can help us 

eradicate medication abuse amongst 

teenagers.  

 

 

  

PLEASE NOTE THAT ASOF 2018 URBAN 

ACADEMY WILL BE A STRICT DRUG-FREE 

ZONE WITH A ZERO-TOLERANCE POLICY 

ON SUBSTANCE ABUSE. SHOULD A 

LEARNER BE SUSPECTED OF BEING 

UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF A NARCOTIC, 

A PROMPT DRUG TEST MAY BE 

PERFORMED – A POSITIVE RESULT WILL 

LEAD TO IMMEDIATE EXPULSION. 
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EMOTIONAL WELLBEING AT SCHOOL 
    - DineoTokota

Learners in school are often 

affected by factors such as personal or 

family problems, setbacks, failures, peer 

pressures and the like. If problems such as 

these persist, they can lead to illnesses like 

depression and anxiety, which is emotionally 

very unhealthy. At Urban we want you to 

know that we value the positive state of 

your mental health.  

Emotional wellness is usually hidden 

and cannot be pinpointed. Two of the major 

examples are anxiety and depression. 

Although there are common symptoms that 

most emotional illnesses share, they are 

mostly not consciously controllable. That 

means they are found in the subconscious 

mind. The physical manifestation of the 

symptoms can be seen in headaches, 

stomach aches, hyperventilation, nausea and 

dizziness, and even factors such as weight 

loss and diarrhea.  

Emotional wellness is dependent on 

the individual’s intake of their environment. 

Things that can affect your emotional 

wellbeing can be as follows: fear of failure, 

peer pressure, the inability to socialize, and 

any personal or school related problems.  

Simply talking about your feelings 

may just seem like something everyone says, 

but finding friends or a school teacher that 

can listen to you is a great help. You need to 

know that you are not alone, and that there 

are friends and teachers who want to help 

you.  

Please encourage each other to take 

care of your emotional states, and speak to 

a teacher you trust if you need help.  

Urban is here for you.  

 

 

BRING A BEANIE DAY 
    - DineoTokota

On the 21st of August 2017, students of Urban were given a theme for a Spring Day, 

aimed at raising funds for the matric farewell. The theme for the day was jeans, a white T-

shirt, and a beany. This was to ensure that although the school was in “civvies”, there was still 

uniformity at Urban.  

The matric students were fundamental in planning this day, from the outfit to the 

treats that were sold. Students carried on about how this day was a first for Urban, and all 

agreed that they would grab the opportunity to dress up again. 

All participants had to pay R5 to be in casual clothes, but learners who preferred to be 

in school clothes could do so at no charge.  

We look forward to the next casual day.  

 

 

  

PLEASE NOTE: 

 

Strict uniform regulations will be in 

place from the first day of 2018 and 

learners need to make sure that they 

arrive at school in the New Year 

dressed correctly, as well as ensuring 

that their hair and nails are according 

to the dress code. 
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HOG – HELP OUR GENERATION 
     - SiviweGaika 

After a few successful months of hard 

work in pursuit of bettering the lives of the less 

fortunate and under privileged, the HOG-girls 

(with a brand new name!) have come to the 

decision that they need you, the Urban family, to 

make a greater impact on specifically women and 

children.  

The past few months have been a 

rollercoaster that only keeps going up for the 

HOG family. The New Year is looking positively 

ripe with possibilities and we need the school to 

stand with us and donate items to those who are 

in desperate need. Items such as clothes you no 

longer wear, sanitary pads, cleaning detergents, 

or even those R1s that you can part with will be 

greatly appreciated. Together we can make a 

massive difference in someone else’s life.  

SiviweGaika will be happy to accept your 

donations as from the beginning of the new 

school year in 2018. We will let you know where 

and when you can drop off your items. Please 

keep an eye on the school’s social media pages 

for information.  

Don’t wait for change; be the change. 

Help us better the lives of others. With your 

help, 2018 is looking bright. Are you ready?  

 

 

JOIN THE WRITER’S CLUB 
     - Benevolence Mazhinji 

If you have a desire for poetry, stories 

and writing, then there is a chance for you to 

spread your wings in the Writer’s Club. The club 

will be run by Miss van der Walt in 2018, and 

everyone is welcome to join, but space is limited 

to 10 students. The program will be made up of 

poetry, creative writing, script writing and even 

have a section on journaling.  

To be accepted into the writing club, 

please write a short original story of 1 A4 page 

and submit it to Miss van der Walt on the first 

Tuesday of the new term. You can choose from 

one of the topics listed below:  

“The house down there.” 

“I wish you knew.” 

“In the dark.” 

The writer of the best story will receive 

a cash prize, and their story will be featured in 

the next issue of the newspaper. You will be 

notified of your acceptance and informed of 

dates. We look forward to seeing you there!  

 

 

Fists Up! 
     - SinethembaDingiswayo 

Our very own Tina Mvenya was selected 

to represent the Eastern Cape in the South 

African Open Judo Championships in 

Bloemfontein in July. We sat down with the 

talented Gr 11 learner to let her tell us more.  

The young star started with Judo at the 

early age of 14, in the year 2014. Tina says that 

growing up she was never interested in your 

typical girl stuff therefore when she got the 

opportunity to be involved in Judo, she grabbed 

it with both hands.  

Like with everything else, there is good 

and there is bad. Tina has found herself in many 

different parts of South Africa, such as Durban, 

Cape Town, Mafikeng and Johannesburg, to name 

a few. She gets to travel a lot and learn about 

different cultures. On the downside, she has 

dislocated her shoulder six times! That didn’t 

stop her though; she kept on fighting!  

Tina described her experience as 

bittersweet. At some tournaments she cries 

because she is happy and other times because it 

hurts. “It’s tough,” she says, “Judo isn’t easy. 

Perseverance is power.” 
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MY HERITAGE – YOUR HERITAGE – OUR HERITAGE 

     - Siviwe Gaika 

The 21st of September 2017 was 

Urban’s Cultural Day, our early Heritage Day 

celebration. Teachers and students came 

dressed up for the occasion. From their 

facial expressions, everyone was thrilled to 

have a chance to embrace their culture 

through their attire.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Primary School learners looked 

adorable in their little outfits! They were 

dressed up according to their culture, while 

some dressed up as other cultures. 

Teachers came dressed up for this day, 

which was very interesting. We saw 

different types of attire ranging from 

cultures such as Zulu, Xhosa, Indian, 

Zimbabwean and Chinese. You name the 

culture, we saw it!  A Grade 4 learner, 

Esinako Makaluza, said she felt very happy 

and wishes to do the same next year.   

High School learners reigned 

supreme in their clothes. They all looked 

like Kings and Queens. There was a 

competition for the best dressed learner in 

every class. Everyone looked beautiful  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the High School learners the 

day was a blast. During break they had a 

little cultural wedding ceremony that 

married Qama Simayi to Mandilakhe Khonza. 

This wedding was “officiated” by our very 

own Bonga Myezo. They also let the 

students from the Primary School join in on 

the fun and the school celebrated this 

wedding in unity. 

The day overall was a massive 

success. A big thank you goes to Mrs Pelser 

and Ms Fani. We appreciate your efforts 

and hope to do the same next year. 

Urban’s Cultural Day was lit!   

 _______________________________________________________________________ 

2018 PREFECTS 

Congratulations to the new high school prefect body to lead the Urban Family into 2018 in true 

style – with TWO Head Girls and TWO Deputy Head Boys.  

Abongile Mbopa (Head); Qhama Simayi (Head); Tawanda Chikoti; Bonga Myezo (Deputy); 

Joy Nyakabawu (Deputy); Zizipho Msindwana; Kieran Branden; Sandisiwe Dike; Silindokuhle 

Jojwana; Luzuko Busakwe; Solethu Mgqamgqo; Asemahle Soxujwa; Likamva Mbambo; Asemahle 

Vellem; Benevolence Mazhinji; Siviwe Gaika; Hermela Mussebo; Upton Manyere; Zama Klaas; 

Thando Mdyolo; Avela Norusha; Azola Makwabe; Siphosethu Mkalipi; Dineo Tokota; Mnqophiso 

Malusi; Bulelwa Mjiwu; Nkululeko Mpepo. 

“You must be the change you wish to see in the world.” – Mahatma Ghandi 
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TEACHER PROFILE: MRS WOLMARANS 
     - Hermela Mussebo

Senior English teacher, also known 

as HOD, Helene Wolmarans has a reputation 

as one of the scariest teachers at Urban 

Academy. 

Wolmarans was born in the small 

town of Potgietersrus in the Northern 

Province. She moved to Port Elizabeth to 

complete her tertiary education at the 

Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University. 

With a bachelor’s degree in Psychology, her 

initial dream was to be a psychologist, which 

is why she can still stare right into your soul 

if you are not where you are supposed to be. 

“I kind of ended up in education by 

accident,” she said. “But I’m glad though. 

Things happen as they are supposed to 

happen.” 

Another dream that Wolmarans has 

is writing. When asked about what she would 

write if presented the chance, she replied 

with, “It would probably revolve around the 

inner workings of people and what could go 

wrong and then build a fictional story about 

that.” Although her best friend Miss van 

der Walt, gave us the real scoop. It turns 

out Wolmarans is actually an excellent 

writer, and she has a massive online 

following for fan-fiction that she writes.  

With her interest in the nature of 

relationships between people, her favourite 

author is the magnificent Jeanette 

Winterson, with her favourite book being 

“Written on the Body”. Her favourite poet 

is William Blake, specifically the poems from 

“Songs of Experience”. “I like the dark 

themes that he addresses in his poetry, 

especially his anguish over religion versus 

love and finding that intricate balance.” 

When asked why she wears black, 

she admitted that it is really only because 

she likes the colour. “Black goes with 

everything. It just makes sense. I love how 

people think I am a Goth or whatever, but 

sorry to burst your bubble, I just like the 

colour. Plus have you seen what actual Goths 

look like?” 

Wolmarans is the owner of 5 pets; 2 

dogs named Jedi and Jazz, and 3 cats 

named Gypsy, Gemma and Jupiter.  

To gain perspective on why she is 

such a strict teacher, she said “People think 

that I am being harsh and I understand 

that. It’s not that I’m harsh; it is that 

there are certain rules and boundaries that 

just cannot be overstepped. I strongly 

believe in structure to help learners achieve 

all that they can, thus we as teachers need 

to help them set boundaries.” 

We asked her what else she would 

like the kids to know, and she replied with: 

“Don’t make me angry!” 
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TOP ACADEMIC PERFORMERS 2018 
     - Hermela Mussebo

We would like to congratulate all our 

students that received awards at the annual 

prize giving that was held on Tuesday, 17 

October 2017. We are very proud of all of 

our learners and hope that they will keep up 

the good work. We would also like to 

encourage everyone who did not receive 

prizes but that were very close. With a 

little more hard work and dedication it is a 

sure fact that you will achieve your goals.  

While we are proud of all the 

students, we would like to especially 

congratulate the top performers in each 

grade. These students have worked very 

hard and their hard work has paid off. From 

Grade 4 to Grade 12, these students have 

had to upkeep their wonderful marks for 

the past year.  

In Grade 4, the top performer is 

Nikita Rachman who had 88% as her average 

for the year. The top academic in Grade 5 is 

KhazimlaJantjies, with an average of 89%. 

SingaSitunda is in first place in Grade 6 

with an average of 91%. In Grade 7, 

ShevoneChipangura is at first place with an 

average of 84%.  

In the High School we have 

SihleKlaas in first place in Grade 8 with an 

average of 79%. Sihle also received 

academic half colors. With an average of 

80%, Lesedi Hendricks is the top performer 

in Grade 9.  Lesedi also received academic 

half colors.  

In Grade 10, DineoTokota is in first 

place with an average of 88%. She is one of 

the first Urbanites to receive to receive 

academic full colors. She also received 6 

subject awards and was also first in her 

grade in all of these subjects. This is a 

massive achievement and we know Dineo has 

an amazing future in front of her.  

At first place in in Grade 11 is 

ZukhanyeNquma with an average of 70%.  

SilindokuhleMzanywa is at first 

place in Grade 12 with an amazing average 

of 80%, and also received academic full 

colors. He received 6 subject awards and 

was the best performer in these subjects in 

his grade, which is a phenomenal 

accomplishment in Grade 12. We are 

extremely proud of the amazing example 

Silindokuhle has set for all Urbanites to 

come.  

These students are an inspiration to 

the rest of Urban and are definitely 

students that we can all look up to.  

Well done everyone – what you reap 

is what you sow. 
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High School Facelift      - Godfavour Osuoma 

It was seen that the school needed some changes earlier in the term. Before the third 

term holidays, some teachers were planning something great to excel the creativity and 

appearance of the school.  

During the holidays, these teachers came and spent their leisure time to paint the 

school. They painted the walls in the High School’s part of the school. At the start of the 

fourth term the school was very decorative and beautiful. The students were surprised at how 

the school had changed in such a short time. Everyone was shocked at the beautiful artwork 

that had been pulled off.  

The school would like to extend a big thank you to Mrs Barnard, Mrs Fourie and Mr Fish 

for doing a great job in making our school more homely. You really filled the void of what was 

missing.  

 

A Dedication to the Matrics 
- Jephias Mudombi 

In remembrance of you guys, the students of 

Urban would like to say thank you for being there 

for us when we needed you. We really love you 

guys, and the newspaper team would like to give a 

special shout out to Avile, Lesedi, Amila, Sugar 

and Silindokuhle. You guys made a special impact 

on the Urban family.  

We would like to extend the thank you to 

each and every one of you. We want to thank 

Avile for participating in under 16 and under 18 

soccer clubs and being the backbone that helped 

us. He is a man that will be respected by his wife 

one day because he is a humble man.  

To Amila we want to say thank you for 

helping us with everything. She is precious, a 

wonderful person, beautiful and unique. Well 

done on being our Miss Urbanite of 2017. You are 

the best and I for one always wanted to dance 

ballroom with you.  

To Silindokuhle we want to say thank you for 

being there for us as a leader. You are a true 

inspiration and someone to look up to for your 

academic achievements. You received full 

academic colors because of your full on 

commitment to your school work. Well done for 

taking the Principal’s Trophy and the Senior 

Urbanite Trophy. The whole school is still proud 

of you.  

Last but not least, Sugar and Lesedi. Thank 

you for being a part of this school. You have 

inspired a lot of people, and many want to have 

your same spirit. As a family, we love and 

appreciate you.  
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A Head Boy a Head Above the Rest 

 
The Grade 12 top performer SilindokuhleMzanywa 

has amazed us with his astonishing academic performance in 

his final year of High School.  

Urban Academy cannot be more proud to have had 

Silindokuhle in our school. We all witnessed a jaw dropping 

performance at the prize giving as the whole school rose to 

their feet to honor Silindokuhle’s achievements. 

Silindokuhle received subjects awards for the following 

subjects: 

 Accounting – 75% 

 Business Studies – 93% 

 English Home Language – 80% 

 Life Orientation – 85%  

 Mathematics – 70% 

 Tourism – 91% 

He is also the best in Accounting, Business Studies and Tourism, 

and received academic full colors with an overall average of 

80%.  

It was not a surprise that he also received the Senior 

Urbanite Award. This award epitomizes someone who leads by 

example, who is helpful, respectful and has high standards 

concerning academics.  

On top of that, Silindokuhle also received the 

Principal’s Award. This is an acknowledgement of someone who 

has good leadership skills. This is someone who has earned 

their fair respect from friends and peers. This has to be a 

student who can represent the school in positive and well-

cultured manner.  

Silindokuhle is the most deserving of these awards 

and captured the audience with his moving valedictory speech.  

From the media team, Silindokuhle, you will forever 

be in our hearts, and we wish you the best of luck for the path 

ahead of you.

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

VALEDICTORY 
     - Sitha Nqweni 

The valedictory is a ceremony to honor our matric students. It is a ceremony to make 

them feel loved and appreciated in High School for the last time. This year’s valedictory 

ceremony was held right after the annual prize giving.  It left most of the matric students with 

mixed emotions – some sad, some happy, some excited.  

The ceremony is meant to open the door to their future. It makes the matric students 

realize that life does not end in high school; in fact, a different chapter of their lives start 

after High School.  

The valedictory ceremony had matric students come in with burning candles. They blew 

out these candles as a metaphor for the journey thus far. Speeches were made by students and 

staff, and the matrics were showed a video that had been compiled by Urbanites. The video 

shared old memories of students who had been at Urban since Grade 8, and had messages from 

the Urban staff.  

A very big thank you to our Grade 9’s Ashleigh, Likamva and Phoebe for the tribute 

video. The matric students are sure to treasure these memories or a long time. Another special 

thank you goes to MrsWolmarans for delivering a very motivational speech. Her kinds words 

weren’t only felt by the matriculants but also by the rest of the Urban Academy family.  
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Dance Crew Dropping it like it’s HOT! 
- Mr Fish

Hip-Hop, without question, is dominating 

contemporary culture and our youth at Urban 

Academy are capitalizing on it. A legend once 

said; “if you don’t know, now you know…” 

and well, no words could better suit these 

cats! That’s right, the secrets out and 

everyone’s talking about them! We had the 

privilege to talk to the up and coming dance 

crew, and asked them a few questions about 

who they are, what they stand for and how 

they feel about impacting those around them. 

This is what they had to say:  

You guys used to go by the name of Squad X, 

but you may have to reintroduce yourselves 

to those who don’t know you. What do you 

call yourselves? 

We’re known as the Hi-Def! 

How do you guys feel about being the most 

talked about dance crew in the school? 

It feels pretty cool to be recognized 

for our different talents. It’s good to know 

that what we’re doing is impacting people 

around us. We’ve always been about that 

though- spreading that super-positive energy 

wherever we go!   

Your swagger- you guys want to talk about 

where get your inspiration from? 

I think we draw inspiration from so 

many different things in our society, like from 

artists, musicians and dance crews- basically 

anything that influences young people. We 

like to think we’re unique. I mean, every time 

we perform we feel like we’re adding 

something to the culture that was never there 

before.    

How many shows have you guys performed 

since Mr. and Miss Urbanite and the Musical 

Adventure? 

Five shows altogether, and counting!    

Would you ever like to host your own Urban 

Academy talent show? 

Yeah, that’s definitely something we 

consider doing in the future! We think it could 

be something great!    

So how long does it take to master a dance 

move?  

It takes about 1-2 days to create an 

original dance move and about 4-5 days to get 

everyone get in sync when we’re imitating a 

lead dancer/s.  

Do you guys ever think of teaching classes for 

those who would really like to dance like 

you? If so, who can they get in touch with? 

Yeah, I mean for now we’re still a 

relatively new dance crew so we’re really 

focusing on pouring most of our energy into 

our group. I think as time goes on we’ll 

definitely expand to the point where we’ll be 

teaching others how to dance as well. If 

anyone is interested in collaborating with us, 

we’re open to it! All they have to do is come 

up to anyone of our dance crew member and 

show us what they got!    

Moving on to something a little more 

personal; I’m sure there are so many pupils 

curious to know if you have boyfriends or 

girlfriends. Are any of you flying solo? 

Yes, Phoebe and Sima (rest of the 

crew find this amusing and bursts out 

laughing!?)!!!       

Any final words you guys would like to say to 

people out there? 

Yeah, we’re so grateful for all the 

support and publicity that our school has 

given us from day one. We have so much love 

for young people like ourselves and we’re 

amped to know we’re making all you guys 

proud! 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

 
We have come to the end of another very successful 

year. We would like to extend our appreciation to all 

parents and students that made this possible. 

Congratulations to all our students that succeeded and 

will be progressing to the next grade. This is truly the 

result of the effort you put in. 

We need to realise that every new year 

brings its own challenges - and so will all our students 

be challenged even more to succeed in the new year. 

Being successful in 2017 does not necessarily mean 

that you will succeed in 2018. Reality will prevail and 

the acceptance of your commitment to even higher 

work ethics will pave your way. 

A special thanks to our amazing educators 

and all our staff for the excellent work done this year. 

Without your love, care and efforts this would not have 

been possible. To those that did not succeed this year 

– it is not the end of the road. Rather see it as another 

opportunity to apply your willpower and effort in order 

to secure your future. We will gladly support you in this 

in order to help you succeed. 

 

Activities 2018 

 

We recently secured practise grounds for 

netball and mini 5-a-side soccer in Albany road and we 

cannot wait to start our sports campaign in 2018! 

 The Urban family can look forward to a large 

variety of extramural activities in the new year, 

including various sports, clubs and organisations, as well 

as various special events. 

 

New facility 

 

Due to the constant growth of student 

numbers, Urban Academy had to open a satellite 

campus. All our grade R and grade 1 learners will move 

into the new school building – situated only some 300 m 

from our current campus. (58 St. Patrics road, 

Richmond Hill-) St Patrics road runs parallel with Govan 

Mbeki Avenue and is directly behind Urban Academy. 

The administrative offices will stay exactly the same 

as currently. We invite all prospective and new grade R 

to 1 parents to visit us at the new premises and share 

our excitement at the good quality and safe 

environment. 

 

School Uniform 

 

Grade R to grade 3 parents must ensure that 

their children have the correct school uniform. These 

grades do not wear blazers, ties, grey school trousers 

and/or jerseys. Our suppliers do have the correct 

uniform (Maroon short/skort/white school golf shirt 

and tekkies). 

 

Re opening: 

 

Our offices will be open as from 15 January 

2018. Students start on 17 January 2018. 

 

Procedure when re opening: 

 

All our current student will be received at 

our main entrance as usual. Please make sure that you 

have re registered- and if not make sure that you pay 

your school fees as no student will be accepted without 

the required payment (up front). 

 

Grade R: R1690-00 

Primary School: R1910-00 

High School: R2380-00 

 

All new students will enter at our Primary 

school entrance (next to main entrance). 

All students and parents will be required to 

sign the agreement (UA 89) with Urban Academy – 

(Code of conduct and our rules and regulations) All 

students will receive this on the first day and only 

when a signed agreement is returned will we formalise 

his/her registration). 

 

Matric results are said to be available on 4 January 

2018. (please follow updates in the media). 

 

We wish you all a peaceful and enjoyable festive 

season. May our Lord and Saviour bless you all and have 

us share in the Love and Hope that He brings to us all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


